








Such sweet results...

ABOVE: The cane flelds on the layout at the Workshops Museum. Ipswich,
were created using o carpet-type material. While the base fibres resemble
cane stalks in @ photo, they are less realistic In person due fo the lack of
base "trash’ and their too even surface. This is accepiable for HO and smaller
scales but such wide area materials don't produce a high enough stalk for
the larger scales.
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ABOVE: A rake of Ron Aubrey's On24 cane bins loaded with billeis of Sheoak
needies chopped fo an appropriate length. Harvesting crews have experi-
mented with a variety of billet lengths but a scale 30-60 cm Is quite reason-
able. The bins have a weight in the botfom of the load for smooth operation
and are close-coupled together with an inverted 'U” of copper wire.

Just like on the cane rallways themselves, the billefs pack down In fransif (espe-
cially affer a couple of hours running at an exhibifion) and occasionally drop
onto the track and surounding area. Unfortunately. the model locos aren’t
heavy enotigh to crush the billets under their wheels and a billet lodged in
the points will generally cause a deraliment.

ABOVE: ‘Petrie’. a Moreton Mill 0-6-0 Baldwin DH (from a Badger Bifs kif. On24
gauge) and a bin loaded with Sheoak needle ‘billets’ on Ron Aubrey's Sugar
Valley at the 2009 Brisbane Train Show, with some of Ron's couch grass cane
growing in the distance.
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ABOVE: The edge of o cane field and adjoining open bushland on Ron
Aubrey’s On24 Sugar Vialley exhibifion layout, The struciure of the coarser
couch grass stems can be seen. with some Intermixed leaf ends. The couch
grass was plckled, then sprayed with a glossy green paint. More realism could
be achieved by gradually changing from brown fo green up fhe sfems and.
In this location af least, placing more green leaves in front of the brown stem
framework.

ABOVE: Rows of sugar cane modelled in HO scale from Yarra Grass by Don
Fraser. have been painted to match the colours of the sugar cane in the
backdrop photos. The fayout and ifs scenery are still under consfruction ar
this point and additional detail is required to blend the cane rows info the
foreground scenery. Don Fraser photographer.

RIGHT: Yarra Grass, harvested
when It Is in flower, provides the
basis for Don Fraser’s sugar
cane. Here the grass tips are
being attached to lengths of
sticky tape to create random
haights around the 4 cm
mark.

The tape end will eventu-
ally become part of the
scenery, creating a row
of cane roughly elght to
ten feet high in HO. Don
Fraser photographer.
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